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For his unsurpassed success at interpreting the Yosemite high 
country to countless thousands, for his long service to the teaching 
of botany at San Jose State University and elsewhere, and for his 
service to the California Botanical Society as its President in 1967, 
volume 27 of MADRONO is dedicated to CARL W. SHARSMITH. 

Carl is probably the best-known and best-loved ranger-naturalist 
in the world. For 50 years he has communicated his uncanny per- 
ceptions of natural phenomena in the high montane and alpine to 
Yosemite National Park visitors, instilling a sense of wonder and 
curiosity about native plants, animals, and their interactions, and 
developing an enormous following for whom he is the master inter- 
preter of nature. Many visitors return to Yosemite specifically to 
walk with and listen to the “old ranger” with the Stetson hat. He 
has also led several highly acclaimed UCLA Extension trips to the 
Swiss alps and his ability to compare European and Sierra Nevadan 
alpine floras is unequalled. Carl’s accomplishments both as academi- 
cian and as naturalist were recognized in 1977 when San Jose State 
University dedicated the Carl W. Sharsmith Herbarium. At 77, Carl 
rides his bicycle to campus nearly every day, rain or shine. We 
continue to owe him thanks for winning so many friends for Cali- 
fornia’s plants and natural habitats. 
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EDITOR’S REPORT FOR VOLUME 27 


Between 1 Jul 1979 and 30 Jun 1980, 76 manuscripts were received. Their current 
statuses are summarized as follows: rejected (3 articles, 1 note); withdrawn (3, 0); in 
review (12, 0); being revised by authors (10, 5); accepted and awaiting publication 
(5, 8); published in volume 27 (8, 21). In addition, 10 articles and 2 notes received 
prior to 1 Jul 1979 were published in volume 27. 

Manuscript flow has improved somewhat over volume 26 but there are still several 
problems relative to longer papers. Most importantly, submittal rate is still low and 
submittals are erratic in time, creating a paucity of material for some issues and 
editorial overloads at other times. Variance in submittal rate is reflected in variable 
journal size and in occasional lengthy delays in reconciling reviews and returning 
copy-edited articles for revision. Also, some authors continue to delay in returning 
final revisions, lengthening turnover times. 

For articles appearing in this volume, time from submittal to publication was 
5-30 months, averaging 14 months. However, time from receipt of final versions to 
publication date averaged less than 5 months. This is probably an irreducible mini- 
mum, given 32 months press time and three months between submittals to the 
press. Clearly, more can be done to speed review and editing and attempts to accom- 
plish this continue. A hopeful sign is that mean turnover time decreased steadily 
from the first issue (19 months) to the last (8 months). 

Noteworthy Collections have continued to increase in number. For the first three 
issues after initiation of the format, an average of four species was covered per issue. 
The average has increased to 13 for the last six issues (there are 26 in the current 
issue and will be at least 23 in the next issue). The format seems to be filling a need 
not met elsewhere. Because Noteworthy Collections are designed to communicate a 
maximum of information in a minimum of space, authors of these notes are urged 
to study several recent examples carefully for kinds of information required, precise 
sequence, and details of format. 


I continue to welcome suggestions and criticisms from members. 


J.C.H. 23 Sep 1980 
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